A Blytheville

FLOOD HAZARD: CHECK BEFORE YOU BUY

Flooding and other surface drainage problems caaragell away from a river, lake, or ocean. If ye’
looking at a property, it's a good idea to checktbe possible flood hazard before you buy. Hendiy:

The force of moving water or waves can destroyikling.

Slow moving flood waters can knock people off tHeat or float a car.

Even standing water can float a building, collapasement walls, or buckle a concrete floor.
Water-soaked contents, such as carpeting, clothplgplstered furniture, and mattresses may hatbe tq
thrown away after a flood.

Some items, such as photographs and heirloomsnmagr be restored to their original condition.
Floodwaters are not clean: floods carry mud, fahenaicals, road oil, and other noxious substancas th
cause health hazards.

» The impact of a flood, cleaning up, making repaary] the personal losses can cause great strgss,to
your family, and your finances.
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FLOODPLAIN REGULATIONS: Your community regulates construction and develept in the floodplain
to ensure that buildings will be protected fronoflodamage. Filling and similar projects are prdkibin
certain areas. Another rule requires houses suiEtgnilamaged by fire, flood, or any other causehe
elevated above the flood level when they are repair

CHECK FOR THE FLOOD HAZARD: Before you commit yourself to buying property, ttie following:

0 Ask the real estate agent if the property is ilbadplain, if it has ever been flooded, and isisubject
to any other hazards, such as sewer backup ordsuizs.

0 Ask the seller and the neighbors if the properiy ia floodplain, how long they have lived thefeahie
property has ever been flooded, and if it is suliig@ny other hazards.

0 Ask the local building, zoning, or engineering depeent if the property is in a floodplain, if it f@ver
been flooded, what is the flood depth, velocityd ararning time, if it is subject to any other hai=sar
and what building or zoning regulations are in effe

FLOOD PROTECTION: A building can be protected from most flood hagasometimes at a relatively low
cost. New buildings and additions can be elevabeyaflood levels. Existing buildings can be prédecrom
shallow floodwaters by regrading, berms, or flootisva here are other retrofitting techniques that protect a
building from surface or subsurface water.

FLOOD INSURANCE: One of the best protection measures for a bugldiith a flood problem is National
Flood Insurance, which is purchased through angeuny insurance agent. If the building is located i
floodplain, flood insurance will be required by masortgage lenders.




